Good Medical Practice describes what is expected of all doctors registered to practice of medicine. It sets out the principles and values on which good practice is founded. Patients need good doctors. Good doctors make the care of their patients their first concern: they are competent, keep their knowledge and skills up to date, establish and maintain good relationships with patients and colleagues, are honest and trustworthy, and act with integrity. 5. Relatives, cares and partners: be considerate to relatives, carers, partners and others close to the patient, and be sensitive and responsive in providing information and support, including after a patient has died.
6. Being open and honest with patients if things go wrong-explain fully about the fact.
7. Maintaining trust in the profession.
8. Consent: you must be satisfied that you have consent or other valid authority before you undertake any examination, or investigation, provide treatment or involve patients in teaching or research.
9. Confidentiality: Patients have a right to expect that information about them will be held in confidence by their doctors.
Working with Colleagues
1. Working in teams with colleagues from other profession. When working in a team you should act as a positive role model and try to motivate and inspire your colleagues.
2. Conduct and performance of colleagues: In this respect safety of the patients must come first at all times. You must protect patients from risk of harm posed by another colleague's conduct.
3. Respect for colleagues: you must treat your colleagues fairly and with respect.
4. Arranging cover: you must be satisfied that, when you are off duty, suitable arrangements have been made for your patient's medical care.
5. Sharing information with colleagues: for safe and effective care.
6. Delegation and referral: delegation involves asking a colleague to provide treatment or care on your behalf. Referral involves transferring some or all of the responsibility for the patient's care.
Probity
1. Being honest and trust worthy: Probity means being honest and trustworthy, and acting with integrity, this is at the heart of medical professionalism. You must make sure that your conduct at all time justifies your patients' trust in you and the public's trust in the profession.
2. Providing and publishing information about your services: if you publish information about your medical services, you must make sure the information is factual and verifiable.
